TH-ERAVADINS
fusing. But the six senses may be taken to be six organs or instru-
ments of sensing, while the six kinds of consciousness may be
taken as the results of sensing. Contact also is correspondingly of
six kinds. 'There are six groups of contact: eye-contact, ear-,
nose-, tongue-, body-,1 mind-contact. This is called contact."3
This contact is the contact of the sense organ with the thing,
without which, it was believed, the object could not be known.
'There are six groups of feeling, feeling that is bom of eye-
contact, feeling that is born of ear-contact, feeling that is born of
nose contact, feeling that is born of tongue-contact, feeling that is
born of body-contact, feeling that is born of mind-contact. This is
called feeling/'3 For the Buddhist, the feelings are qualitatively of
three kinds; pain, pleasure, and an indifferent feeling which is
neither pain nor pleasure. 'There are six groups of craving;
craving for things seen, for things heard, for odours, for tastes,
for things tangible, for ideas. This is called craving."4 Craving is
thirst, natural or unregenerate desire. 'There are four graspings;
grasping of desires, grasping of opinion, grasping of rule and
ritual, grasping of soul-theory. This is called grasping,"5 Grasping
is upadana, will, impulse, action. Birth and death need no expla-
nation.
As personality is minutely analysed in the canonical works of
the Theravada, the doctrine of the five skandhas or aggregates is
found even in them.6 But this doctrine is more systematically
treated in the works of the Sarvastivadins, and we shall deal
with it while presenting their views. There is also another doctrine
of truths, namely, sarvam ksanikam or everything is momentary,
sarvam duhkham or everything is misery, and sarvam anatmam or
everything is self-less.? To these three truths another is added
later, that is, sarvam sunyam or everything is void, probably a
Mahayanist germ. But the first three are found in the works of
the Theravada. And there is an important difference in signifi-
cance between the first four-fold truth and this. The four-fold
truth is more simple, less sophisticated, and more directly and
immediately concerned with the nature and ideal of man's life.
But the three-fold truth is universal, applicable to both man and
bis surroundings, and has a cosmological significance. It must
therefore have been formed when Buddhism became more reflec-
tive and philosophical, and felt the need of understanding the
* Body means touch,     * Kindred Sayings, Vol. II, p. 4.     3 Op. cit.     4 Op. tit.
5 Ibid., Vol, II, p. 4.       6 Ibid., VoL III, p. 134,       ? AnguUara Nikaya, iii, 134,
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